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Why do we like certain sounds?

Khoshrou D. and Roohi Aminjan A.”
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Abstract

The human voice is a natural auditory stimulus that is very important in social
communication. It has happened to everyone in their lives that they have enjoyed the
voice of a certain person, certain music or the sounds caused by natural phenomena, so
that they want to hear that voice/sound again. Sound reaches the human ear from the air
in the form of sound waves. The ear uses the mechanism of tonotopy to convert sound
waves into nerve impulses to understand the intensity and pitch of the sound. The
impulses travel along the auditory nerve to the primary and secondary auditory cortex.
Auditory messages are sent to the brain's reward system after being analysed in both the
auditory cortex and the frontal cortex. If these messages can activate the ventral
tegmental area, dopamine is released to the nucleus accumbens and prefrontal cortex.
This produces feelings of pleasure and happiness.

Keywords: sound, auditory, social



