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Jason Barr, Troy Tassier , Are Crowded Cities the Reason for the
COVID-19 Pandemic? Placing too much blame on urban density is a
mistake. April 17, 2020

Jeffery DelViscio, Kit R. Roane , Are Smokers or Vapers More at
Risk for COVID-19? Here’s What We know. Investigating the
potential danger to those who use tobacco products or e-cigarettes
calls for a look at the lungs. April 8, 2020
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Oliver Schacht, COVID-19 Patients Need to be Tested for Bacteria
and Funai. Not Just the Coronavirus, Many hospitalized victims are
developina potentially lethal secondary co-infections such as bacterial
pneumonia and sepsis, April 16, 2020

Effects of Crowded cities,

Abstract

The intuition that population density increases the propensity of an epidemic to spread in cities is correct
in the sense that increased density likely leads to an increase in the contact rate of an individual, which
makes the reproduction number larger and leads to larger infectious disease outbreaks in dense areas. A
wealth of research already suggests that smoking suppresses immune function in the lungs, resulting in an
increased risk of influenza. The same can be said for Cuvid-19. Many studies have already found that a
significant number of hospitalized COVID-19 patients have and are continuing to develop dangerous
secondary bacterial co-infections such as bacterial pneumonia and sepsis. Rapid diagnostic tests that
identify the presence of bacterial or fungal infections and drug-resistant pathogens can and will play a
critical role in the ongoing public health response to COVID-19.

Key words: population density, smoking, secondary bacterial co-infections, diagnostic tests.



